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THE bravery and valour of Australia’s 100th Victoria
Cross recipient has served to be the inspiration for a
fundraising cause to assist soldiers in one of Austra-
lia’s elite military units.

On June 22, 2013, in the Uruzgan province Af-
ghanistan, Corporal Cameron Baird’s heroic efforts
cost him his life but earned the respect of the nation
which honoured him witha VC.

Kaye and Doug Baird, who lost their youngest son,
were present with the award given posthumously in
February 2014.

A meeting of Cameron’s Grade 6 teacher and footy
coach, Andrew Harrison and friends Chris Dyer and
Daniel Carroll, saw the three plan a fundraising din-
ner, ‘Cam’s Cause’, where they could share his story
and try and raise $5000 for the Commando Welfare

Fundraiser t

<

Trust which assisted members of the 2nd Commando
Regiment — Cameron’s unit.

The night resulted in the trio raising $37,000.

Cam’s Cause now stands for raising awareness for
Australian modern day warfare and the costs associ-
ated, both financial and personal.

It also serves to remember 41 soldiers that were
killed in Afghanistan, the hundreds that were perma-
nently injured and the many that struggle with post
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) with over 200 tak-
ing their own lives since returning home.

Dinners have been held in Victoria and Tasmania
and now the Currumbin RSL will be hosting Queens-
land’s first Cam’s Cause evening on Saturday.

“Our thanks goes to the Currumbin RSL which
asked if it could host a Cam’s Cause dinner,” Mr Baird
said.

“Cameron was one of a very rare breed who won
both the Medal of Gallantry and the Victoria Cross
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ABOVE: Currumbin RSL CEO |
Anne Stovin with world
champion surfer Mick Fanning |
and a signed surfboard he is|
donated to Cam's Cause. ‘

LEFT: Doug Baird, father of VC
recipient Corporal Cameron
Baird (deceased), joins Palm
beach Currumbin RSL president
Ron Workman at the display in
K Cameron’s honour at the club.

0 help Cam's Cause

and the evening will not only honour him but all

those who paid the ultimate price while serving Aus- |
tralia.” |
Mr Baird said his son always enjoyed visiting the |
Currumbin RSL and his parents organised a mem-

orial service for him at the club. The club has a mem-

orial display upstairs which has a large section

dedicated to CPL Cameron Baird VC, MG.

“It seemed only fitting that Cam’s Cause hold its
inaugural Queensland fundraiser at the club,” Mr
Baird said.

On Saturday, the dinner will be held in the club’s
Waterside Events rooms, hosted by Rupert McCall
OAM and special guests include Dame Quentin
Bryce, AD, CVO and VC recipients including Ben
Robert/Smith. Tickets are $115 and include a two-
course dinner and drinks, live music, auctions and raf-
fles and special guests. Tickets can be purchased at
currumbinrsl.com.au or from Currumbin RSL.




